
Please remember Holy Redeemer Parish in your will. 

Welcome to Holy Redeemer Parish 
 November 5th, 2023 

31st Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Pastor Father Thomas Nathe 

 

PARISH PERSONNEL: 
DEACON: Scott Aikin 
scotta@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Administrator 
Don Anderson (360) 885-7780, ext. 12 
dona@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Business Manager 
Kevin Greenlee (360) 885-7780, ext. 21 
keving@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Music and Liturgy 
Angela Lee angelal@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Judy McMorine (360) 885-7780, ext. 11 
judym@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Receptionist 
Marybeth Yee (360) 885-7780, ext. 10 
marybethy@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Facilities Steward 
Ed Brands  
edb@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

 
Faith Formation Office: 
-Director 
Mark MacKenzie (360) 885-7780, ext. 16 
markm@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

-Leaders 
Annie Cooper (360) 885-7780, ext. 15 
anniec@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Katelyn Greenlee (360) 885-7780, ext. 13 
katelyng@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

-Coordinator 
Melissa Abell (360) 885-7780, ext. 14 
melissaa@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

 

PASTORAL CONCERNS: 
Baptisms: Please prepare for infant/child 
baptism by contacting the office at ext. 15.  
For adult baptisms, see OCIA.  
 

Weddings: Please call the office, ext. 16.  
Coordinate with Mark before setting date. 
 

Funerals: Contact the office at ext. 14. 
 

OCIA (Becoming Catholic) and 
Learning About The Catholic Faith:     
Everyone is invited to learn more about the 
faith or seek to become a Catholic. Contact 
the parish office at ext. 16. 
 

Annulments: Confidential help is 
available.  Please call the office at ext.16. 
 

Pastoral Care: Please contact the office at 
ext. 11 for ministry to the sick, 
homebound, disabled, incarcerated, or 
indigent.  

GLORIFY GOD AND SANCTIFY SOULS! 
Website:  www.holyredeemervan.org  

 
Telephone:         (360) 885-7780  
Fax Number:       (360) 944-7560  
Address:         17010 NE 9th Street  
                            Vancouver, WA  98684 
 

Office Hours:        Monday-Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm  
                 

Church Open:        7:30am - 4:00pm  daily 
 

Mass Schedule:       Saturday Vigil 4:30pm 
               Sunday  8:30am and 11:00am  

               Monday-Saturday 8:30am 
 

Rosary:            Saturday 4:10pm  
               Sunday 8:10am and 10:40am 
                  Monday - Saturday 8:10am 
               

Confessions:       Friday 4:00 - 5:15pm  
               Saturday 2:30 - 4:15pm  
                   Sunday 7:45 - 8:15am and 10:00 - 10:45am 

 

Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 9:00am - Saturday 8:00am  



WEEK  OF 11/05/23 
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

Please join us 20 minutes prior to Mass to  
pray the Rosary.  

 

Sunday:                                                     11/05 
The 31st Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Mass: 8:30am & 11:00am (Church) 
Confession: 7:45-8:15am, 10:00-10:45am 

End of Daylight Savings Time;  
set clocks back 1 hour. 
 

Monday:                                  11/06 
8:30am~Daily Mass  All Souls Novena 
12:00pm~ Angelus (Facebook Live) 
 
 

Tuesday:                                                   11/07 
8:30am~Mass  All Souls Novena 
12:00pm~ Angelus (Facebook Live) 
 
 

Wednesday:                                             11/08 
8:30am~Daily Mass  All Souls Novena 
12:00pm~ Angelus (Facebook Live) 
 
 

Thursday:                                                 11/09 
8:30am~Mass  All Souls Novena 
12:00pm~ Angelus (Facebook Live) 
 
Friday:                                                       11/10 
8:30am~Mass Emery Drake+ 
All Day Eucharistic Adoration 
3:00pm~Chaplet of Divine Mercy (Church) 
Confessions ~ 4:00pm-5:15pm 
 
Saturday:                                                  11/11 
8:30am~ Mass Legion of Mary 
4:30pm ~ Saturday Vigil Mass (Church) 
Confessions ~ 2:30pm-4:15pm 
 
Sunday:                                                   11/12 
The 32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Mass: 8:30 am & 11:00am (Church) 
Confessions ~ 7:45-8:15am, 10:00am-10:45am 
 

Please Remember in your prayers: 
Amelia Austria+,Paul Bennett, Tim Brewer, Darla Brock, Bonnie Craig, 
Rumite Cumming, Janet Easley, Tina Marie Ellis, Evelyn Ferma, Allyn 
Gallant+, Ramute Cumming, Kevin Greene+, Trevor Grenz, Dennis 

William Hamich+,Danny Harden, Carlos Blasquez Huerta, Aaron Kennedy, 
Fran Plourd, Diane Poissant, Ivan Quinata+, Matthew Reynolds+ and Family, 
John Robinson, Benjamin+ & Josephine Sablan+, Judi Seekins, Jerry Alton 
Thompson, Kathleen Tomassi, Bill Toohey+, Peggy & Ed Uribe, Angelina 
Weinmuller, Rolyne Weinmuller+ 

WEEK OF 11/05/2023 
MINISTRIES & MEETINGS. 

Sunday:                                                11/05 
The 31st Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Trail Life Wreath Sales after Sunday Masses 
9:45am~ K-5 Religious Ed Classes (Parish Cntr) 
End of Daylight Savings Time;  
set clocks back 1 hour. 
Monday:                                                 11/06 
9:00am ~ Monday Marian Movement (Sacristy 
Meeting Room) 
4:30pm~ American Heritage Girls (Parish Cntr) 
6:30pm~ Trail Life USA (Parish Cntr) 
6:30pm~ Spanish Endow (Annex) 
 

Tuesday:                               _                11/07 
10:00am~ Women’s Bible Study with Littles  
(St. Clare Room) 
6:00pm~ OCIA Meeting (Parish Center) 
 

Wednesday:                             11/08 
10:00am! Medicare Seminar (Sacristy Meeting 
Room) 
5:00pm~ Children’s Choir (Choir Room) 
6:00pm Fidelis and Fraternus 
 

Thursday:                                   11/09 
9:00am~ Endow (St. Clare Room) 
9:15am~ Marian Movement (Sacristy Mtg Rm.)  
6:30PM~Bible Study on Angels (Sacristy Mtg 
Rm) 
7:00pm~ Adult Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday:                     __              11/10 
9:30am~ Pre-K Religious Ed Class (St. Francis 
Rm) 
10:30am~ Homeschool Co-Op (Parish Center) 
6:00pm~ Discernment Night (Parish Center) 
 

Saturday:                                    11/11 
9:15am~ Sat. Marian Movement (Choir Rm) 
9:15am~ Women Growing in Faith  
(Parish Center) 
6:00pm~ Empty Nesters Movie Night (Annex) 
 

Sunday:                                     11/12 
The 32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
9:45am~ K-5 Religious Ed Classes (Parish Cntr) 
6:00pm~ Youth Social Night—Gingerbread 
Building Competition (Parish Center) 

 

Thank You for  
Your Generosity! 
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Pastor’s Column  
November 5th, 2023 

The Beauty of Religious Vocations 
 

Jesus Christ: Yesterday, Today, and Forever ~ 
Two Saturday’s ago I gave a talk to representatives of various Serra Clubs from around the Northwest.  

The talk got me thinking again about vocations to the religious life, then I discovered that this week is National 
Vocation Awareness Week, and then I discovered that I haven’t written a pastor’s column on vocations in over a 
year, so I figure I better strike while the iron is still hot.   

I want far more people to enter religious life as a priest, monk, nun, or sister than is currently the case.  
Why?  Because religious life is so blessed.  I am not concerned about numbers nor should you be.  If you and I 
want more priests so we can keep our parishes open, and because priests and consecrated religious do so 
much good for us and others, then we’re being motivated by our own self-interests, not the well-being of the 
priest or consecrated religious.  Rather, we want people to consecrate themselves to Christ and His Church 
for God’s happiness and theirs, not ours.   

Of course the greatest happiness for consecrated religious is to be found in the next life.  What awaits 
those in the next life, who serve the Lord completely in this life, wouldn’t be traded away for a minute on 
earth: “Jesus said . . . I tell you solemnly . . . everyone who has left houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother, children 
or land for the sake of my name will be repaid a hundred times over, and also inherit eternal life.” (Mt. 19:28-
9). 

Yet there is a joy in this life that these souls experience and it stems from the priceless treasure of fulfill-
ment; fulfillment in a world whose inhabitants have lost all meaning, and more importantly, holiness.  Fulfill-
ment and holiness are worth more to a soul in this life than all the money and romance the world can offer, 
even if there wasn’t a heaven.   

God has put salvation into our DNA.  Its’ why superhero movies are so popular.  Children want to be 
Batman, Superman, Wonder Woman, etc., because they instinctively want to save the world.  I remember 
playing Batman and Robin with my little brother when we were ages 5 & 3 respectfully, punching out imagi-
nary bad guys – we were saving the world.  Well, it’s the saints that save the world.  It’s the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the 12 Apostles and countless saints who civilized the world and brought salvation to ultimately billions.  
Fighting a real war against our vices and the fallen angels – now that’s about saving the world.  And that’s a life 
of profound meaning and purpose.   

From the poor to the wealthy, the sick to the athlete, the anonymous to the famous, the incompetent to 
the talented, the homely to the beautiful, the weak to the powerful, the young to the old – all thirst for mean-
ing and purpose.  Those who don’t walk with Jesus have an innate sense that something is wrong, even when 
everything on the outside seems to be going well.  That something that is missing is the Truth of God and abid-
ing in it (Him).  While being completely provided for, consecrated religious get to spend their whole lives 
seeking and abiding in the truth of God, while helping others to find this Truth and abide in it too.  It is im-
mensely satisfying to find the meaning of life, Jesus Christ, and to abide in Him; to explore the mysteries of 
God, and ourselves in light of God; finding the pearl of great price and sharing it with others.  That is a ful-
filling and purpose driven life, and people longed to be fulfilled and have purpose.  People long to save the 
world.  So why don’t more people enter religious life? 
When God kicked Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden, he left them and their descendants with only 
three things, we call them the “three goods of man”: family (they still had each other and the ability to add to 
their family); the ability to acquire goods (they would need to feed, clothe, and shelter themselves);  
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and self-determination (God left it up to them to decide where to go, what and how to provide for them-
selves, who to associate with, etc.).  The most fundamental reason why people in every generation instinc-
tively fear a religious vocation – is because consecrated religious take vows of celibacy, poverty, and obedi-
ence – negating the three goods of man.  The three vows of consecrated religious life fly right in the face of 
our nature. Living those vows would seem to rule out the happiness God left us after Eden and the very 
means of our survival.  Add to that the fear of always being different from everyone else; always represent-
ing God and His Church everywhere you are, for the rest of your life – that sounds insane too.  Or is it? 
     Leaving spouses, children, a good reputation, safety, e.g., for God is scary business.  We are remind-
ed of the wealthy young man who asked to follow Jesus as one of his apostles.  Jesus asked the wealthy 
young man to give away everything he had to the poor and follow Him.  The wealthy young man went 
away sad for he had many possessions.  Now the wealthy young man wasn’t damned, for Jesus had asked 
him if he was obeying the commandments of God and the young man said ‘yes’.  In reply, Jesus said ‘then 
you are saved’ (I’m paraphrasing).  The take away from this story is that we can go to heaven by being obe-
dient to the laws of God as the Catholic Church teaches them.  Yet more than that, we can aspire to a 
greater participation in the Kingdom of God and its rewards by pursuing a life of sanctity; with sanctity 
being much more challenging than simply being an observant Catholic, which is challenging all on its own.   
     What Jesus doesn’t call people to is being single (we are born with that), family or a career (two of 
the three goods of man everyone naturally possess).  When God invites someone to something (a voca-
tion), it is to something they don’t already possess by nature.  No one calls anyone to breath, we’re already 
doing that, but running a marathon is a different story.  We don’t have to do run a marathon (its’ actually 
not in our nature) and what’s more, its’ super challenging for even those who can.  In a religious calling, 
one is being called to something that isn’t already in our nature. In this case sanctity, or a life dedicated to 
God in the evangelical vows of celibacy, poverty and obedience, foregoing the three goods God has given 
us in nature: family, acquiring of goods, and self-determination.  For these reasons we can see why so few 
chose to be consecrated to God.  All they can see is what they will give up, not gain.   
     There is also the mistaken understanding of who the call is directed to.  The current thinking 
around who God is calling to religious life goes something like this: “God wants almost everybody to get 
married, but there is a very small minority of people he is calling to religious life – are you one of them?”  
Not only is this is false, but frightening to the poor soul we’re asking the question of, the hoped-for sacrifi-
cial lamb.  The truth is, God invites every Catholic who can, to be a priest, monk, nun, or religious sister.  
And who can?  Single Catholics who are of sound mind and body, with no impediments (such as depend-
ent children or public scandal, etc.).  Thus the invitation would potentially include the vast majority of 
teenagers, and the majority of those Catholics below a certain age who aren’t married.  Perhaps we mis-
takenly think God only “calls” one in a ten thousand Catholics, because only one in ten thousand Catholics 
have heard the invitation and said yes: all the others have been invited but didn’t hear the invitation, or did, 
but said no thank you.  God does not play favorites; his invitation to leave all behind and come after Him is 
not limited to that special someone, it is generously given away to all who can.   
     Think of the parable of the great supper where a man is having a marriage feast for his son: “A man 
once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had 
been invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready.’  But they all alike began to make excuses.  The first said to him, ‘I have bought 
a field, and I must go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.’  And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’  And another said, ‘I have  
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married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’  So the servant came and reported this to his master.  Then the householder in 
anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind 
and lame . . . Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.” (Lk 14:16-
23)  Our Lord finishes this parable in St. Matthew’s Gospel by stating that: “For many are called, but few are cho-
sen.” (Mt 22:14)  The “few are chosen” part isn’t because God hasn’t invited them, but because so few have re-
sponded!  And who can blame them?  Choosing celibacy (as a young adult no less) for the Kingdom of God, 
when God clearly made us: mind, body, and spirit for marriage, sounds like madness (especially in our por-
nographically saturated culture).   
 
    To be sure we don’t feel sheepish when we invite someone to consider being a (fill in the blank) doctor, 
nurse, lawyer, teacher, etc., but we do when it comes to religious life for the reasons stated above.  After hav-
ing read this, stop being afraid.  God isn’t telling people they have to give up the three goods of man that God 
gave us.  Rather, He’s inviting us to something beyond our nature to save the world. 
Invite yourself if you still can, and others if you can’t, to explore consecrated religious life.  It’s okay to say 
“no” to God on this.  Our first calling is to sanctity and that can be done in any walk of life.  But remember, 
we are held accountable to that high calling: “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt. 5:48).   
 
Here are my suggestions on how we can help foster more vocations to consecrated religious life. 
 
1. Invite single Catholics who you think would make a good priest, nun, or monk to consider being one.  Do 

not ask them to discern whether or not God is inviting them, let’s assume God is.  Rather ask them to dis-
cern God’s invitation for them to be one. 

2. Tell them that everyone is searching for the meaning of life and purpose in their life.  Jesus Christ, God, is 
that meaning and religious life would be a life of tremendous purpose.  There is joy in that.   

3. Let them know that if they say yes and persevere to consecrated religious life, they will literally save souls 
from the fires of hell.  Can anyone think of something more important than that? 

4. Let them know that they have a higher chance of being a better person for having chosen religious life 
than if they had not.  Father Nathe certainly has.   

5. Let them know that they will be rewarded beyond your wildest dreams in the life to come. 
6. Let them know that if they say no to God’s invitation, God will honor that decision and still love them 

with all his heart and so will you.  We are all called to sanctity and that can be done in any walk of life, alt-
hough based on the number of saints who were lay men and women compared to those in consecrated 
life, it must be easier to be a saint as a consecrated religious.   

7. Tell them to make an appointment with their pastor if they want to talk to someone about this.  Every 
priest will make the time to see someone who wants to see them about religious life. 

8. Pray and do penance for people to be open to the invitation to religious life, then continue to do prayer 
and penance for those in formation to religious life.  The grace from prayers and penance is simply neces-
sary for every vocation. 

 
In Jesus Christ, I Love You, 

 
 
 

Fr. Thomas Nathe 







NEW TO HOLY REDEEMER? 

Office Hours: Monday-
Friday 9:00am-4:00pm 
Contact the Faith Formation 
Office to meet and discuss how 
we can work together to build 
God’s Kingdom in East 
Vancouver! Sacramental needs? 
Education?  Let us know how we 
can help.  Contact Mark: 
360.885.7780 ext. 16, or 
markm@holyredeemervanc.org 

GROWING IN HOLINESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCIA (Becoming Catholic) and 
Learning About the Catholic 
Faith: Contact Mark MacKenzie   

 

PRAYER GROUPS 

Marian Movement Groups: The 
Marian Movement has three groups 
that meet on different days of the 
week.  The first group (Monday), the 
second group (Thursday) meets in the 
Sacristy meeting room, and the third 
group meets on Saturday in the choir 
practice room.  All groups meet at 
9:00am.  Contact Ruth Iversen at 
360.281.0096, or 
ruth_iversen@icloud.com  
Anne, a lay apostle: Anne, the 
author of The Volumes, received a 
message to have a prayer group 
meeting once a month. The Lay 
Apostle prayer group holds their 
meetings on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 9:00am in the parish center.  
Contact Marilynne Belden at 503-701-
2493. 

  
St. Joseph Cenacle Apostolate: 
Meetings have resumed and our next 
meeting is Wednesday, November 
15th.  Members offer a weekly holy 
hour of prayers for our priests and will 
meet as a group on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 3:00pm in 
the parish center.  Contact  Sandra 
Koceja  at 
ITEADIOSEPH2020@gmail.com 

ADULTS 
Bible Study: The 
6:30pm Thursday 

Evening Bible studies will 
start soon with two studies!  The first  
4 week study started October 26th on 
the Angles and books are provided.  
Learn  who the angles are, Jesus’s plan 
for them, and us in His spectacularly 
astounding natural world based on the 
teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas.  The 
second 3 week study will begin 
November 30th on Isaiah, bring your 
Bible.  The morning Bible study 
sessions are Thursdays at 10:30am in 
the parish center.  The study will be 
“Acts The Spread of the Kingdom”  
Books are 40$ and can be purchased in 
the FF office.   

Men of Faith: All men in the parish 
are invited to attend our monthly 
gatherings. We meet on the first 
Saturday of the month at 9:15am in the 
parish center. For more information 
contact Mark by email at 
markm@holyredeemervanc.org 

Endow Women’s Spiritual 
Studies:  Through their small groups, 
women are learning how to be the best 
version of themselves–made in the 
image and likeness of God–and 
reaching out to those around them.  
For more information contact Melissa 
at melissaa@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Women Growing in Faith: 
11/11 
Men’s Retreat: 01/26/24 

NEW 

Saturday November 11 
9:15am-10:45am 

In the Parish Center 
Speaker: Christie Walker 

Topic: The Holy Spirit Part 1-
Gifts, Fruits & Virtues 

No registration 
Open to  

Women of all Ages 



GROWING IN HOLINESS 



 

W.H.O. (Winter 
Hospitality Overflow )  
11/19-11/26/23 
WHO helps homeless families during 
winter’s coldest months.  Guests are 
offered a warm place to sleep, a hot 
shower, meals and the welcome of a 
caring community. Sign ups are open now 
on the Holy Redeemer website   
www.holyredeemervan.org. 

. 

Trail Life Wreath Sales! 
Help support our local Trail Life Troop 
youth who will be selling Christmas 

wreathes for their annual 
fundraiser.  Wreaths 
order forms will be 
available after each of the 
Masses this weekend, and 

are also included in this bulletin. Look for 
Trail Life members outside the Narthex 
after Mass to pre-order your wreath. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Thanksgiving Drive 
St. Vincent de Paul is holding their annual 

Thanksgiving 
Distribution Day 
on November 
18th. The need for 
food assistance is 
greater than ever this 
year and your support 

helps to provide hundreds of meals to 
Vancouver area families during the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. 
Please take a grocery bag home with you 
after Mass. Each grocery bag is tagged 
with a list of suggested food items.  Take 
the list along with you the next time you 
shop, place the items you selected into the 
St. Vincent de Paul bag and return your 
bag to the designated area in the Narthex 
for St.Vincent de Paul. Volunteers pick up 
donations weekly.  Thank you for your 
generosity and have a blessed 
Thanksgiving! 

NEW!  Discernment 
Nights with Fr. Nathe 

November 10th, 6pm 
Father Nathe is going to start meeting 
with young men and women (teens-30’s) 
who are interested in exploring the 
possibility of discerning a vocation to the 
priesthood or religious life.  The first 
meeting scheduled is 
for young women 
and will take place on 
Friday November 
10th at 6pm in the 
Parish Center.  See the 
insert in this week’s bulletin or the Holy 
Redeemer website under the Faith 
Formation tab or scan the QR code for 
more information. 

Women Growing in 
Faith ~November 11th  
Women Growing in Faith returns in 

November with the 
first of a two-part 
series on the Holy 
Spirit presented by 
Christie Walker.  
Women Growing in 
Faith is a new 

apostolate at Holy Redeemer for adult 
women of all ages to come to meet on 
the second Saturday of the month with  
other Catholic women, hear inspiring 
speakers and grow in faith together. See 
the Women Growing in Faith button on 
the Holy Redeemer website for more 
information. No sign ups, no fees to 
attend, simply join us November 
11th at 9:15am in the Parish 
Center! 

Prepares 
PREPARES provides 
pregnancy and parenting 
support services from 

pregnancy to the child's fifth birthday and 
is open to all. Volunteers are needed to 
assist with organizing the clothing closet, 

filling PREPARES bags and as family 
companions. Meetings are the first 
Saturday of the month following 
morning mass in the annex. For more 
information please contact Nancy Kern 
prepares@hrvan.org.  
 

Medicare Workshops 
Parishioner Paula Richard will be 

presenting two more 
Medicare seminars this fall 
at Holy Redeemer on 
Wednesday November 
8th and Wednesday 
December 6th. Come 

hear what Medicare options are available 
to you for the upcoming year. The 
November 8th workshop will be 
held at 10:00am in the Church 
Sacristy Room. 
Michael Allen Harrison 
Concert ~ Thurs. 11/16/23 
On Thursday evening November 16th 
Seton Catholic is hosting its annual 
fundraising music event with local 
recording artist Michael Allen Harrison at 
St. Joseph Church. The performance will 
also include the Seton Catholic Jazz Band 
and Choir.  Tickets can be purchased 
online at https://www.setonhigh.org. 
Proceeds benefit the performing arts at 
Seton.   

St John the Evangelist 
Craft Bazaar~ 11/11/23 
Catholic Daughters Christmas Craft Bazaar will 
be taking place at St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church on Saturday, November 
11 from 9:00am - 3:00pm. Distinctive 
crafts, raffle for quilt and other valuable 
prizes, homemade baked goods, pastries, 
soup, and other specialties will be 
available for purchase. Proceeds benefit 
local charities. 
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