
Please remember Holy Redeemer Parish in your will. 

Welcome to Holy Redeemer Parish 
 

December 10th, 2023 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

 
Pastor Father Thomas Nathe 

PARISH PERSONNEL: 
DEACON: Scott Aikin 
scotta@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Administrator 
Don Anderson (360) 885-7780, ext. 12 
dona@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Business Manager 
Kevin Greenlee (360) 885-7780, ext. 21 
keving@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Music and Liturgy 
Angela Lee 
angelal@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Judy McMorine (360) 885-7780, ext. 11 
judym@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Receptionist 
Marybeth Yee (360) 885-7780, ext. 10 
marybethy@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Facilities Steward 
Ed Brands  
edb@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

 
Faith Formation Office: 
-Director 
Mark MacKenzie (360) 885-7780, ext. 16 
markm@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

-Leaders 
Annie Cooper (360) 885-7780, ext. 15 
anniec@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

Katelyn Greenlee (360) 885-7780, ext. 13 
katelyng@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

-Coordinator 
Melissa Abell (360) 885-7780, ext. 14 
melissaa@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

 

PASTORAL CONCERNS: 
Baptisms: Please prepare for infant/child 
baptism by contacting the office at ext. 15.  
For adult baptisms, see OCIA.  
 

Weddings: Please call the office, ext. 16.  
Coordinate with Mark before setting date. 
 

Funerals: Contact the office at ext. 14. 
 

OCIA (Becoming Catholic) and 
Learning About The Catholic Faith:     
Everyone is invited to learn more about the 
faith or seek to become a Catholic. Contact 
the parish office at ext. 16. 
 

Annulments: Confidential help is 
available.  Please call the office at ext.16. 
 

Pastoral Care: Please contact the office at 
ext. 11 for ministry to the sick, 
homebound, disabled, incarcerated, or 
indigent.  

GLORIFY GOD AND SANCTIFY SOULS! 
Website:  www.holyredeemervan.org  

 
Telephone:         (360) 885-7780  
Fax Number:       (360) 944-7560  
Address:         17010 NE 9th Street  
                            Vancouver, WA  98684 
 

Office Hours:        Monday-Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm  
                 

Church Open:        7:30am - 4:00pm  daily 
 

Mass Schedule:       Saturday Vigil 4:30pm 
               Sunday  8:30am and 11:00am  

               Monday-Saturday 8:30am 
 

Rosary:            Saturday 4:10pm  
               Sunday 8:10am and 10:40am 
                  Monday - Saturday 8:10am 
               

Confessions:       Friday 4:00 - 5:15pm  
               Saturday 2:30 - 4:15pm  
                   Sunday 7:45 - 8:15am and 10:00 - 10:45am 

 

Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 9:00am - Saturday 8:00am  



WEEK  OF 12/10/2023 
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

Please join us 20 minutes prior to Mass to  
pray the Rosary.  

 
 

Sunday:                                                     12/10 
The SecondSunday of Advent 
Mass: 8:30am & 11:00am (Church) 
Confession: 7:45-8:15am, 10:00-10:45am 

 
 
 

Monday:                                 12/11 
8:30am~Daily Mass Catechists and Mentors Novena 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday:                                                   12/12 
8:30am~Mass  Catechists and Mentors Novena 
. 
 
 
 

Wednesday:                                             12/13 
8:30am~Daily Mass Catechists and Mentors Novena 
. 
 
 
 

Thursday:                                                 12/14 
8:30am~Mass  Catechists and Mentors Novena 

 
 

Friday:                                                      12/15 
8:30am~Mass Catechists and Mentors Novena 
All Day Eucharistic Adoration 
3:00pm~Chaplet of Divine Mercy (Church) 
Confessions ~ 4:00pm-5:15pm (Church) 

 
Saturday:                                                  12/16 
8:30am~Mass Catechists and Mentors Novena 
4:30pm ~ Saturday Vigil Mass (Church) 
Confessions ~ 2:30pm-4:15pm 

 

 
Sunday:                                                   12/17 
The Third Sunday of Advent 
Mass: 8:30 am & 11:00am (Church)  
Confessions ~ 7:45-8:15am, 10:00am-10:45am 

Please Remember in your prayers: 
Amelia Austria+,Michelle Bell+, Paul Bennett, Tim Brewer, Darla 
Brock, Bonnie Craig, Rumite Cumming, Janet Easley, Tina Marie Ellis, 
Evelyn Ferma, Allyn Gallant+, Ramute Cumming, Kevin Greene+, 

Trevor Grenz, Dennis William Hamich+,Danny Harden, Carlos Blasquez 
Huerta, Aaron Kennedy, Fran Plourd, Diane Poissant, Ivan Quinata+, Matthew 
Reynolds+ and Family, John Robinson, Benjamin+ & Josephine Sablan+, Judi 
Seekins, Jerry Alton Thompson, Kathleen Tomassi, Bill Toohey+, Peggy & Ed 
Uribe, Angelina Weinmuller, Rolyne Weinmuller+ 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity! 

WEEK OF 12/10/2023 
MINISTRIES & MEETINGS 

Sunday:                                                12/10 
The Second Sunday of Advent 
9:45am~ K-5 Religious Ed Classes  
(Parish Center) 
 

Monday:                                                 12/11 
9:00am ~ Monday Marian Movement (Choir 
Practice Room) 
12:30pm~ Pinochle Game (Parish Center) 
4:30pm~American Heritage Girls(Parish Center) 
6:30pm~ Trail Life USA (Parish Center) 
6:30pm~ Spanish Endow (Annex) 
 
Tuesday:                               _                12/12 
10:00am~ Women’s Bible Study with Littles  
(St. Clare Room) 
6:00pm~ OCIA Meeting (Parish Center) 
 
Wednesday:                             12/13 
5:00pm~ Children’s Choir (Choir Room) 
6:00pm Fidelis and Fraternus 
 
Thursday:                                   12/14 
9:00am~ Endow (St. Clare Room) 
9:15am~ Marian Movement (Choir Practice 
Room)  
6:30PM~Bible Study on Angels (Parish Center) 
7:00pm~ Adult Choir Practice (Choir Practice 
Room) 
 

 

Friday:                     __              12/15 
10:30am~ Homeschool Co-op (Parish Center) 
6:00pm~ Men’s Discernment Night (Parish 
Center) 
 

Saturday:                                    12/16 
9:15am~ Sat. Marian Movement (Choir Room) 
5:30pm~ Knights of Columbus Meal after Mass 
 
Sunday:                                     12/17 
The Third Sunday of Advent 
9:45am~ K-5 Religious Ed Classes 
(Parish Center) 
Knights of Columbus Meals after Masses 
6:00pm~ Youth Social/Caroling (Parish Center) 

Income 11/20-11/26 

Sunday:  $           41,009 

St. Vincent de Paul:  $             1,005 



Pastor’s Column 
December 10th, 2023 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Jesus Christ: Yesterday, Today, and Forever ~ 
    The image of Our Lady of Gaudalupe is the most common image of the Blessed Virgin Mary in America, 
perhaps in the world.  The Catholic Church in America is filled with Mexican immigrants and their descendants.  
Through them, we have become very familiar with Our Lady of Gaudalupe, at least the image.  Of the many ap-
paritions of Blessed Virgin Mary around the world over the last 2000 years, her apparition at Gaudalupe, Mexico 
City, is the only one I know of where she left us with an actual image of herself.  Perhaps all the seers from other 
apparition sites have told us how the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to them, but Gaudalupe is the only site 
where she left us something better than a photograph.   
    While I don’t have the space in this pastor’s column to go into the whole story of St. Juan Deigo and how 
the famous image on his tilma (fiber poncho) got there, I do have the space to speak to the image itself.  Perhaps 
I can do that next year.  What follows is from Andre Fernando Garcia, an expert on the 500-year-old tilma that 
still exists today.  These facts are simply miraculous and a great aid to one’s faith in God.  Enjoy. 

 
May Almighty God Bless You, 

 

 

 
The tilma of the Virgin of Guadalupe 
Empress of America https://slideplayer.com/slide/15474685 
 
1. Ophthalmalgic studies made on the eyes of Mary detected that when the eye is exposed to light, the retina 

contracts, and when the light is withdrawn, it returns to a dilated state, just as happens with a living eye. 
2. The temperature of Juan Diego’s tilma, made of a material that comes from fibers of the maguey cactus, 

maintains a constant temperature of 98.6 degrees, the same as that of a living human body. 
3. One of the doctors who analyzed the tilma placed his stethoscope below the black band at Mary’s waist, and 

heard rhythmic beats at 115 pulses per minute, the same as that of a baby in the maternal womb. 
4. No sign of paint has been discovered on the tilma. From a distance of 3-4 inches from the image, one can 

see only the maguey cactus fibers of the material: the colors disappear. Scientific studies have not been able 
to discover the origin of the coloration, nor the way the image was painted. They cannot detect vestiges of 
brush strokes or any other known painting technique. NASA scientists confirm that the paint material does 
not belong to any known element on earth. 

5. When the material was examined under a laser ray, it was shown that there is no coloration on the front or 
the back of the cloth, and that the colors hover at a distance of 3/10th of a millimeter (1/100th of an inch) 
over the cloth, without touching it. The colors actually float above the surface of the tilma! Isn’t that amaz-
ing? 

Fr. Thomas Nathe 
 



6.The rough material of the tilma has a lifespan of no more than 20-30 years. Several centuries ago, a replica 
of the image was painted on an identical piece of maguey cloth, and it disintegrated after several decades. 
Nonetheless, during the almost 500 years of the miracle, the cloth with the image of Mary remains as 
strong as it was on the first day. Science cannot explain why the material has not disintegrated. 

7. In the year 1791, muriatic acid accidentally spilled on the upper right side of the tilma. During the period 
of 30 days, without any special treatment, the affected fabric re-constituted itself miraculously. 

8. The stars that appear on the Mantle of Mary reflect the exact configuration and positions that could be 
seen in the sky of Mexico on the day the miracle happened. On the right side of the Virgin’s mantle, the 
southern constellations are indicated: At the top are four stars that form part of the Orphiuchus constella-
tion. Below it to the left, one finds Libra, and to its right, at what seems an arrow point, is the beginning 
of Scorpio. In the middle are the constellations of Lupus and to its left, an end point of Hydra. Further 
down, one can clearly see the Southern Cross; above it appears the slightly inclined square of the Centau-
rus constellation. On the left side of the Virgin’s mantle, one sees the northern constellations: At her 
shoulder, a fragment of the stars of the Herdsman constellation; below it and to the left is the Great Bear. 
To its right is Berenice’s Hair; below it, Hunting Dogs, and to its left, the Thuban, which is the brightest 
star of the Draco constellation. Below the two parallel stars (which still form part of the Big Bear), one 
finds stars from another pair of constellations: the Auriga and at the bottom, three stars of Taurus. Thus, in 
their totality and proper places, the 46 most brilliant stars that can be seen on the horizon of the Valley of 
Mexico are identified. 

9. In the year 1921, a man concealed a high-power bomb in a flower arrangement and placed it at the feet of 
the tilma. The explosion destroyed everything around it, except for the tilma, which remained intact. 

10. Scientists discovered that the eyes of Mary have the three refractive characteristics of a human eye. 
11. In the eyes of Mary (only about 1/3rd inch in size), miniscule human figures were discovered that no art-

ist could have painted. The same scene is repeated in each eye. Using digital technology, the images in the 
eyes were enlarged many times, revealing that each eye reflected the figure of the Indian Juan Diego 
opening his tilma in front of Bishop Zumarraga. Do you know the size of this scene? One fourth of a milli-
meter (1/100th of an inch). 

12. To close, let us look at three surprising facts: 
A. In the Indian language, "Guadalupe" means to “crush the head of the serpent.” It properly refers to 

Genesis 3:15: Mary, the conqueror of evil. 
B. The image also depicts a detail from Apocalypse 12: “And a great sign appeared in Heaven: A woman 

clothed with the sun and the moon under her feet.” 
C. The Virgin wears a black band at her waist, which symbolizes pregnancy, to indicate that God wanted 

Jesus to be born in the three Americas, in the heart of each American. 
13. “While I live, I will praise the Lord: I will sing praise unto my God while I have any being” (Ps 146:2). 

This presentation has the single purpose of demonstrating to you that the Virgin will be with you always, 
whenever you need her, that she will never abandon you, and that you will always be her special son or 
daughter. Never forget the words she spoke to Juan Diego:  1) My little child, the smallest of all, let noth-
ing afflict you.  2) Do you not know that you are in my lap?  3) Am I not here, I, who am your mother?  



December 21, 2023 to January 1, 2024 

Advent Penance Service 
Thursday, December 21, 2023; 6:00pm at Holy Redeemer Parish 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Sunday Masses 
Saturday Vigil Mass December 23rd at 4:30pm 

Sunday Masses December 24th at 8:30am or 11:00am  
 

Please note:  Both Sunday and Christmas (the Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ) 
are Holy Days of Obligation. Attending Mass is to be observed at one of the Masses for both the 

Fourth Sunday of Advent and the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Christmas Eve Masses Sunday December 24th 

4:00pm Christmas Vigil Mass 

Children’s Choir Prelude at 3:30pm 

7:00pm Christmas Vigil Mass  

Instrumental Prelude at 6:30pm 

 

Christmas Day Masses Monday December 25th 
12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass 

Choral Prelude at 11:30pm Saturday (30 minutes before Midnight Mass) 

10:00am Christmas Day Mass 

Choral Prelude at 9:30am 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Mass Schedule 
· Daily Mass on Monday, January 1, 2024 at 8:30am 

(January 1 is not a Holy Day of Obligation in 2024) 









NEW TO HOLY REDEEMER? 

Office Hours: Monday-
Friday 9:00am-4:00pm 
Contact the Faith Formation 
Office to meet and discuss how 
we can work together to build 
God’s Kingdom in East 
Vancouver! Sacramental needs? 
Education?  Let us know how we 
can help.  Contact Mark: 
360.885.7780 ext. 16, or 
markm@holyredeemervanc.org 

GROWING IN HOLINESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCIA (Becoming Catholic) and 
Learning About the Catholic 
Faith: Contact Mark MacKenzie   

 

PRAYER GROUPS 

Marian Movement Groups: The 
Marian Movement has three groups 
that meet on different days of the 
week.  The first group (Monday), the 
second group (Thursday) meets in the 
Sacristy meeting room, and the third 
group meets on Saturday in the choir 
practice room.  All groups meet at 
9:00am.  Contact Ruth Iversen at 
360.281.0096, or 
ruth_iversen@icloud.com  
Anne, a lay apostle: Anne, the 
author of The Volumes, received a 
message to have a prayer group 
meeting once a month. The Lay 
Apostle prayer group holds their 
meetings on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 9:00am in the parish center.  
Contact Marilynne Belden at 503-701-
2493. 
ADULTS 
Bible Study: The 6:30pm Thursday 
Evening Bible studies will start soon!  
A three week study began November 
30th on Isaiah, bring your Bible!  
Men of Faith: All men in the parish 
are invited to attend our monthly 
gatherings. We meet on the first 
Saturday of the month at 9:15am in the 

parish center. For more information 
contact Mark by email at 
markm@holyredeemervanc.org 

Women Growing in 
Faith:  All women in the 
parish are invited to 
attend our monthly talks.  
Our gatherings are on the 
second Saturdays of the 

month. For more information contact 
Judy at judym@holyredeemervanc.org 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Exodus 90 and Magnify 90: 
1/1/2024 
Men of Faith: 1/6/24 
Women Growing in Faith: 
1/13/24 
Men’s Retreat: 01/26/24 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
Prek-8th Grade 
St. Joseph 
https://www.stjoevanschool.org/ 
Our Lady of Lourdes  
https://lourdesvan.org/ 
Holy Redeemer Parish provides per-pupil 
assistance for active parishioners who enroll 
their children in grades K-8 at local 
Catholic Schools. This allows families to 
receive discounted tuition rates.  
High School 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  
https://www.setonhigh.org/ 

HOME SCHOOLS 
Aquinas Learning is a Catholic 
homeschooling curriculum and 
community for students PreK-12th 
grade. Our Vancouver center is a 
Catholic classical education mentoring 
program.  AquinasLearning.com   
Regina Caeli Academy is a private, 
independent, University-Style 
Hybrid® operating in the Catholic 
tradition. Preschool - 12th grade 
students attend classes two days a 
week, and homeschool the remaining 
days following the plans provided by 

Starts January 1, 2024 



GROWING IN HOLINESS 



December 25th 
The Nativity of the Lord 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bring your family to celebrate the Nativity 
of our Lord at any of this year’s Christmas 
Masses: 

Christmas Eve 
Sunday, December 24th* 

4:00pm Christmas Vigil Mass 
7:00pm Christmas Vigil Mass 

 

Christmas Day 
Monday, December 25th 
12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass 

10:00am Christmas Mass 
 
*Please see the insert in this 
bulletin explaining  the obligation to 
attend BOTH the 4th Sunday of 
Advent Mass and Christmas Mass. 
 
2023 Advent Penance 
Services Evenings  
Besides the Holy Redeemer weekly 

schedule of Confessions 
on Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays, listed 
below are additional 

Advent Penance Services for the 
Southern Deanery this year. 
Tuesday, December 19: 6:30pm 
St. Rose, Longview 
Wednesday, December 20: 6:00pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Ridgefield 
Thursday , December 21:  6:00pm 
Holy Redeemer, Vancouver 
 

2024 Calendars are Here! 
The 2024 Holy Redeemer Calendar is 
in and available at each of the entrances 
to the Church. Or stop by the Parish 
Office during office hours to get your 
copy. 

 

 

Empty Nesters Hiking 
Empty Nester Hiking Creaky 
Knees Club will be hiking Hopkins 

Demonstration Forest on 
Monday December 11, 
2023.  The group will 
meet at Holy Redeemer’s 
west parking lot and car 
pool leaving promptly at 
8:15AM.  Bring lunch 

money.  We will be walking rain or 
shine, umbrellas are okay.  For more 
information please call Bill Daudistel at 
360-882-8371 

 

Prepares 
PREPARES provides pregnancy and 
parenting support services from 

pregnancy to the child's 
fifth birthday and is 
open to all. Volunteers 

are needed to assist with organizing the 
clothing closet, filling PREPARES bags 
and as family companions. Meetings 
are the first Saturday of the month 
following morning mass in the annex. 
For more information please contact 
Nancy Kern prepares@hrvan.org.  
 

St.Vincent de Paul 

Christmas Drive 
Thank you for your support of St. 
Vincent de Paul’s Food Drive. This 
Christmas, with your help and 
generosity, the Vancouver Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul will now provide 

Christmas Food Boxes for families. 
They will also be hosting a Drive-

Through Toy Drive on 
Wednesday, December 
13th at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church.  See the insert in 

today’s bulletin for details. 
 

Mater Dei Radio  
Advent Resources 

Mater Dei Radio is offering 
a number of Advent 
resources this season 
(prayer reminders, Advent 
episodes, interviews, music 
and reflections) through 
their free Hail Mary App.  
To find 

out more information 
and download the 
app, scan the QR 
Code.  

 
The Grotto Festival of 
Lights ~ Nov. 24th-Dec. 30 

The Grotto Christmas 
Festival of Lights is now 
open.  Tickets are available 
online at 
https://thegrotto.org The 
Grotto (National Sanctuary 
of Our Sorrowful Mother) 
is located at NE 85th and 

Sandy Blvd. in Portland. 

WEEKLY BULLETIN  SPONSOR 
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